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did not allow himself to be put down by what was really
arrogance and intentional insult.

I am glad that I made no remark on the subject of
Grant's declaration that he should see the law executed, for
Congress had put it into his hands. He evidently supposed
that it was his province, exclusively, to decide in regard to
this whole subject, but B. coolly said he supposed the
General expected to execute it in subordination to law and
authority.

August 24, Saturday. I inquired by way of suggestion,
or I, more properly, suggested by way of inquiry, of the
President the subject or expediency of general amnesty.
There might be individual exceptions, but it seemed to
me it would be well, before voting commenced in the
proscribed States, that the people should have amnesty.
He said he had thought much on the subject and should
before long have something definite to say in regard to it.

Alluding to the discussions yesterday, he complimented
Binckley, but he inquired what I thought of Randall, and
if his conduct was not somewhat singular of late, on some of
these important questions. I had noticed that Randall said
but little, and that little was evasive, but the President
saw and noted more in that quarter than I did.

In submitting a certain document, Seward said he had
desired to bring it before the Cabinet, in order that[ it
might be borne in mind, should he not be here to explain.
There was, I thought, something significant in the remark
under the circumstances. I also observed that he very
much wished Randall to take an excursion of a few days
with him on the river and coast. R. could not go, however,
but no other* one was invited to supply his place. Seward
evidently feels the absence of Stanton.

The papers speak of a reorganization of the Cabinet. This
has not been unusual but is periodical. Just at this time it
has more than ordinary significance, and the Intelligencer,
which I know speaks not unadvisedly, had one or two